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With warmth in his eyes, Austin expresses
admiration for his coaches. “I think they’re
amazing. They’ve helped me get stronger
and have more confidence in myself. This is
the best therapy I’ve ever had.” 

And then there’s all the fun to be had at
the gym. When asked what he enjoys most,
Austin gives a true altruist answer: playing
with the kids and helping them out. Ac-
cording to Jerry, Austin whips up his own
blend of heartfelt alchemy to help crying
children smile again—from letting kids
jump on him, to wrestling and rolling
around with them. Underneath it all, he’s
still a typical teenager wanting to drive a car
and do all the other things teens do. But it’s
his exceptional maturity and people skills
which serve as a dynamic example to every-
one around him, children and adults alike.

Jerry proudly shares: “The kids and
coaches look at Austin, and they can see
that he doesn’t have the use of his right arm
that well, and they see he is doing all of
those same things, and he’s helping teach
our kids use expressive language, how to
have manners, how to focus and pay atten-
tion.”

As Austin describes it, people with special
needs are able to function like everybody
else…“just in a different way.”

With programs like the Friendship
Circle out there to connect teens with
special needs kids, Jerry and Tonya be-
lieve it is important to get the word out—
because they’re all kids, and every child
has unique learning challenges, no mat-
ter who they are.

Recalling an incredible moment when

gym-goers noticed Austin’s abilities over his
challenges, Jerry marvels: “One time these
cheerleaders approached Austin and asked
what was wrong with him. And he told
them. Normally, those girls wouldn’t be the
type to go up to a good looking guy who’s
hanging his right arm funny and say, ‘hey,
you’re in the gym, obviously you can do this
stuff we do, what’s wrong with you?’ And
that’s the whole awareness, and building
those relationships.”

Jerry looks forward with certainty to a
bright future which lies ahead for Austin,
with his company or one like it. “I’m in-

spired by him,” he adds. “Anyone who can
come in and say you know what, I’ve got
these difficulties but I’m willing to work
hard, that’s inspirational. He’s doing pull-
ups, push-ups. I work him hard. He works
hard. He’s becoming a better basketball
player. So, his story is inspiring to me, but vi-
sually he sets an example for all of the kids
when he’s in the gym.”

Jerry sums up Austin’s can-do spirit in
this way: “I believe he does something really
unique: He doesn’t give up. He finds a way
to accomplish what he wants to do. He fig-
ures it out.” WM

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

When Austin first 
arrived at BMod six
months ago, Jerry 

recalls, “He couldn’t
jump, he had very poor

balance. Now he’s 
walking on a balance

beam unassisted, doing
tricks on a trampoline

unassisted, and has lost
significant weight.”
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